COPY CERTIFICATION

Gov. Exec. Ord. # 455 (04-04) § 5
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_________________   ss.

On this _____ day of ________________, 20___, I, the undersigned public officer of and for the Commonwealth, herewith certify that the attached document is a true, exact, unaltered copy of __________________________________, made by me or copied in my presence, presented to me by __________________________. 

A TRUE COPY ATTEST

OPTIONAL
Although the information in this section is not required by law, it may prove valuable to persons relying on the document and could prevent fraudulent removal and reattachment of this form to another document.

Be sure to read the “Security Features” on the backside of this certificate.

                          Right Thumbprint 









                         
Description of Attached Document(s)

Title or Type of Document:  ____________________________________

Document Date:  ___/___/____
  Number of Pages: _________________

Signer(s) Other Than Named Above: _____________________________

__________________________________
__________________________________

Commission Expiration:  ___/___/____
SECURITY FEATURES


The “Security Features” of this document should help prevent:

1.) Unauthorized Duplications     and/or

2.) Reattachments to other documents

Please note the following features:

1.) An impressed seal should be affixed on the bottom of the page;

2.) The Massachusetts Sigil is in color;

3.) The Optional line is blue;

4.) The officer’s signature should be original;
5.) If you closely exam the middle of the document, or hold it up to the light, you should see a watermark reading, “Original”.
WARNING: If the features don’t exist then you should not accept this document because it may be fraudulent. HOWEVER, if the officer’s seal is impressed and affixed to the bottom of the page, then you should accept it. Make sure the notary’s name is the same as the name on the impressed seal. If the names are different, then fraud may have been committed.

M.G.L. c. 267 § 1:  False or Forged Records or Certificates of Notary Public, etc.:

Whoever, with intent to injure or defraud, falsely makes, alters, forges or counterfeits a public record, or a certificate, return or attestation of a clerk or register of a court, public register, notary public, justice of the peace, town clerk or any other public officer….. shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than ten years or in jail for not more than two years.
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